sankaram siva sankaram 



bilvai§takam 

tridalam tri-guna-karam, tri-netram ca traya-yudham 
tri-janma-papa-sam-haram eka-bilvam sivar-panam 

I offer Shiva one Bilvapatra, which has three leaves, which signifies the three qualities of 
Sattva, Rajas and Tamas, which has three leaves like three eyes of Shiva, which 
resembles the three categories of weapon and which absolves (pardons or frees) the sins 
of three births. 

tri-sakhair-bilva-pat-raisca hyac-chid-raih k5malaih subhaih 
siva-pujam karis-yami, hyeka-bilvam sivar-panam (2) 

I will pray Shiva with Bilva leaves, which have three shoots, which are soft and free of 
holes and which are auspicious. I offer one leaf of Bilva to Shiva 

akhanda-bilva-patrena pujite nandi-kes-vare 
sud-dhanti sarva-papebh5, eka-bilvam sivar-panam (3) 

When Nandikesvara is adored with an undivided Bilva-leaf, then all the sins get purged. I 
offer one leaf of Bilva to Shiva. 

sali-grama-sila-mekam vipra-nam jatu char-pay et 
s5ma-yajna-maha-punyam, eka-bilvam sivar-panam (4) 

The offer one leaf of Bilva to Shiva is possibly equal to the spiritual bliss attained by the 
offer of a saligrama stone to a Brahman. Or the great blessing got out of performing 
Soma Yaga. 

danti-k5ti-sahas-rani vaja-peya-satani ca 
k5ti-kanya-maha-danam eka-bilvam sivar-panarn (5) 

Giving millions of elephants in charity, performing hundreds of Vajapeya sacrifice, or 
giving away millions of daughters in marriage equal the offering of one Bilva-leaf to 
Shiva. 

laksmyah sta-nata ut-pan-nam maha-devasya ca priyam 
bilva-vrksam pryac-chami hyeka-bilvam sivar-panam (6) 
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I offer a Bilva-tree to Shiva, Which is bom from the breast of Laksmi, and Which is dear 
to Mahadeva. I offer one leaf of Bilva to Shiva. 

darsanam bivlva-vrksasya spar-sanam papa-nasanam 
aghora-papa-samharam eka-bilvam sivar-panam (7) 

The sight and touch of a Bilva-tree absolves the sins, even the most heinous of sins. I 
offer one leaf of Bilva to Shiva. 

kasi-ksetra-nivasam ca kala-bhairava-darsanam 
prayaga-madhavam drstva hyeka-bilvam sivar-panam (8) 

Having seen the region of KasT, having seen the temple of Kalabhairava, and having seen 
Madhava in Prayaga, I offer one leaf of Bilva to Shiva. 

mulato brahma-rupaya madhya-t5 visnu-rupine 
agratah siva-rupaya hyeka-bilvam sivar-panam (9) 

The base of Bilva-Ieaf represents Brahma, the middle represents Visnu, and the top 
represents Shiva. I offer one leaf of Bilva to Shiva. 

bilvas-takam-idam punyam yah pathed-chiva-sannidhau 
sarva-papa-vinir-muktah siva-l5la-mavap-nuyat (10) 

Those who recite this sacred Bilvastkam near Shiva shall be freed from all the sins and 
will attain the abode of Shiva 
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